Useful websites
This is a list of some of the useful sites but don’t take this as an exhaustive or comprehensive list – they’re always changing anyway.
- Census 1901 & 1911. 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
Great place to start with good search capabilities. Original sheets but take with pinch of salt e.g. ages.
- Griffith's Valuation. Roughly 1845-1860. 
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml?action=placeSearch. Fantastic for geographical location but watch maps. Updated in print (@ PRONI) right up to 1900s.
 - lennonwylie.com http://www.lennonwylie.co.uk/
Brilliant source, particularly but not exclusively for Belfast. Directories of householders right through 1800s and beyond.
- RootsIreland.com http://www.rootsireland.ie/
 Free search but pay for more detailed records. Can provide lots of free info - if you're patient! Only as good as parish records so can be patchy.
- Belfast Graveyards database. http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords/search.asp Now online, local but excellent for connecting branches of family.

- PRONI.  http://www.proni.gov.uk/index/search_the_archives/ecatalogue.htm
Good for two aspects, Ulster Covenant and Search facility, esp townlands.

- Rootschat.com http://www.rootschat.com/forum/index.php good to check that all the work hasn't been done before, also good for looking for new sources.

- Familysearch.com  https://www.familysearch.org/ Gigantic database of Church of Latter Day Saints. When you get used to it it’s well worth it. 

- Range of excellent and growing local/parish websites - e.g. Lisburn.com, Glenavy,  Then local parish history booklets.

-Ancestry.co.uk. http://search.ancestry.co.uk/ Fine for some general pointers but think before paying out money. Consider a trial at the right time for your search, or find a friend who's a member.
-Ulsterancestry.com http://ulsterancestry.com/ Good for local info, particularly for Scottish settlers in 17th-18th centuries.

 - Family tree building websites eg www.geni.com OK for organising but like many other things watch that your email isn’t ‘harvested’.
-  Townland database and map  http://www.placenamesni.org/Index.html Just enter townland name – but also check out map search. Google maps also good for locating other placenames.
 - kiwicelt.com. http://ireland.kiwicelts.com/irishMap/ireMap.html Amazing map source

- Googlemaps/GoogleEarth. Scarily powerful at tracking down townlands and even pics of old houses, as is bingmaps.
- Plus many more to find, so check links.
HINTS AND TIPS
1. Before you start, think about what your aims are. Do you want to go down one particular line, answering one particular family conundrum or looking at the whole spread?

2. Be careful - you may find out more than you bargained for. Let’s just say avoid looking for stuff on your great grandparents with your granny looking over your shoulder….
3. Learn about townlands

4. Watch spellings, of both first and surnames and also townlands.

5. Records info and sources diligently – use “PrintScreen” on your keypad.
6. Never confuse tempting speculation or ‘filling in the gaps’ with fact!

7. Try not to spend money online at first.
8. Best source to start - home and family. Keep going back to them with what you’ve found – it often triggers more info buried away in old memories.

