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PRESS RELEASE
EMBARGOED UNTIL 16/8/06
Walking Map and Guide of the
Belfast Hills now available!
Hot off the press is the Belfast Hills Partnership’s Walking Map and Guide of the Belfast Hills.  This leaflet provides directions to enable you to visit the main sites across the Belfast Hills that are open to the public, along with a taster of what you might find while out in the hills.  Not only that, it also includes a Walking Code to help you get maximum enjoyment out of walking in the hills.  
“Provision of a Walking Map of the Belfast Hills is the single most common request that we receive from the Public” said Jim Bradley, Manager of the Belfast Hills Partnership, “it is therefore fantastic to be able to offer people our Belfast Hills Walking Map and Guide free of charge.  Each site in the Walking Map and Guide has its own special character and wildlife providing a different flavour of what the hills have to offer.  They are special places for you to visit, enjoy, respect and help conserve.  So what are you waiting for?  Get one of our leaflets and go out into the Belfast Hills and enjoy them for yourself!”

Production of this Walking Map and Guide was made possible due to the support of Jackson Sports and RAW Outdoors, outdoor pursuits shops local to the Belfast Hills.
"Jackson Sports are delighted to be able to offer support to Belfast Hills Partnership in the form of sponsorship of the new Belfast Hills Walking Map and Guide.  This will help encourage people from Belfast and visitors to explore this wonderful local resource that can be seen from their doorsteps” said Dion Jackson, store manager.  “Jackson Sports have been in Belfast since 1969 providing for people’s outdoor needs, and are always keen to support such local initiatives and get people out and about.  We wish the Partnership every success with this latest venture".
“At RAW Outdoors we see ourselves not only as outdoor enthusiasts who supply other like minded people with quality clothing and equipment, but also as supporters of local initiatives and environmental projects such as the Belfast Hills Partnership” said Rodger Warnock, founder of RAW Outdoors.  “Based in Hillsborough since 1999, RAW outdoors want you to have the best experience possible when you venture into the outdoor environment whether that is attempting Tower Ridge on Ben Nevis in winter or a gentle stroll on Divis Mountain on a Sunday afternoon”.
Look out for copies of the Belfast Hills Walking Map and Guide in your local library, leisure centre or tourist office.  Alternatively you can call into Jackson Sports or Raw Outdoors to obtain your free copy.  You can also contact the Belfast Hills Partnership by telephoning 028 90603466, visiting www.belfasthills.org or e-mailing info@belfasthills.org
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Many thanks

Lizzy Pinkerton
Hills Projects Officer
Belfast Hills Partnership

163 Stewartstown Road

BELFAST 

BT17 0HW

 Key Questions & Answers about the Belfast Hills Partnership

1. Why the Partnership exists

The Belfast Hills Partnership was created in 2004 to provide a practical and integrated way of managing the Belfast Hills for the conservation, protection and enhancement of the hills’ natural, built and cultural heritage and providing for responsible countryside enjoyment. It also aims to improve the quality of life for communities in and around the Hills and to work in partnership with others to sustainably develop the Belfast Hills area.

2. Where are the Belfast Hills

The Belfast Hills are renowned for providing a unique backdrop to a unique urban area. From Colin Mountain in the south to Carnmoney Hill in the north, the Hills have sheltered Belfast, Lisburn and Newtownabbey for centuries. They are home to important archaeological and wildlife sites, stunning landscapes and scattered communities who have made a living out of its basalt and limestone, heather and wet grassland.

3. Who makes up the Partnership

It is vital that the Partnership contains as broad a spectrum of interests in the Hills as possible. The board of the Partnership is therefore made up of representatives from the farming, community, commercial, statutory, recreational and environmental interests all ready to work for what’s best for the Hills. 

4. What the Partnership do

With a small core of staff employed since mid-2004, the Partnership has identified five key areas of work:- 

· Access – we aim to manage and improve access for both the visitor and those who live and work in the Hills

· Quality of Life – we want to protect the health and well being of those living in and around the Hills

· Agricultural Support – it is vital to keep farmers farming the Hills for a host of economic, social and environmental reasons 

· Sustainable Industry – the Hills need industries which have minimal impact and can be sustained and developed in the long term 

· Biodiversity – we need to not just conserve but to enhance the Hills’ special plant and animal communities. 

5. How the partnership is funded

Initial funding has been received from the Environment and Heritage Service of the Department of the Environment and from the four Councils in whose area the Belfast Hills extends – Belfast City Council, Lisburn City Council, Newtownabbey Borough Council and Antrim Borough Council. Further funding will be sought as the work programme unfolds.

6. Contact us at Belfast Hills Partnership, 163 Stewartstown Road, BELFAST
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Tele 028 90603466

Fax  028 90309867
Email: info@belfasthills.org
